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SONGS ON LETTERS OF JOHN AND ABIGAIL ADAMS

John, Abigail, and John Quincy Adams James Kallembach

1. My ever Dear and Revered Father (John Quincy Adams, 2 November 1818)
J=c.. 80 In strict rhythm, intensely

- I \
&)t - ] - |
Y A - \ \
nrn—f \ \
kil
o
.
Piano
(recit., with formal composure)
3
m,
W f o ., S——
O I ! !
&) At - —F [ ! \ \ \ \
7 "% ap e i 7 I I ] |
L \ Y ‘ \
7 ‘ 3 ‘
My ev - er Dear
3
N 4 4.
o HUTTe I |
g "L Hy y 2 | | y ] -
[ fan Y T PN | | PN
AN1YJ b (7K g
) | a=
Pno 5 1 F B
- s %ﬁi
T '% P o Py
VA I A -
cresc. .
5 (increasingly agitated) (distraught)
— Yy o
L.—Q—F o > P \
) © — ! \ \ [ \ \ ! \ \ « o ! \ \
- T — — i — — 1 ] |
LS — ——— 7 \
L 3— 3
and Re - vered Fa - ther: By a let-ter from my son John, I have this

Pno

© 2012 by James Kallembach (ASCAP). All Rights Reserved.



(tenderly)

and

derest

See PTTI

ten

he

t

of

me

_— =

ol

e

<
=
o
3 =
o
>
s
o
(=]
.S g
+ =t
s
o
<
o
<
o
@ <
=
g w—
o, o
[}
o
o
E
w)
)
>
2
pe]
=]
g o
& >
_ 5
1 :
+ N
<
] <= <
=]
wn
&
b
~
o
Q =
o]
g § B
[}
Rl
—
o
~
o N
® 3
1)
S,
S 3]
g S 5
LB} %) ]
D =
~ W '
S T
5 2
% < :
= Ay E: Hv
e
e i =T
E E=< s
e v vl T = v
o N
ﬂ- (SN N SN hlﬂmw\v
()\(

Pno

)
O &t
L

11
11




heo
4

14
o).

Tt

of

ate

tion

af

most

osure)

mf (with comp

17

oy

- tence was

- s

ex

one whose

of

and our spe - cies

>>>>

PP

17

i

UK

sub.pp ———

o

ANV

P’ A\
ik
7

y 48
[ fan

)« 4

17

20

ANV

Pno %

~t
| =
Ol I
b
] ] C
D
~t | |~
'
A~ ~t mm- ~t
I
" ey
A ~t C
A {
A {
XX
L v
A )
D ~t
<
C
~
] 1
(10 | i
. <
<]
[ mN ; B L
! [ ]
| &
e >
C == R
N N L
) x|
E= E== E=d
n v T = v v
n RNGe =g
N —N T —

Pno



Lilting rhythm (less strict), lyrical

(grieved, sincere)

23

[T iy O
LU

T
hdl - Vhal)
il

rax

UsElue )

fer you con-so -

shall I of -

How

b &

,
,
\\@ , W
N0 ol Ne? ol
me= pe
n v s va vl
| = | -
= I
L )
X
e pmJ [y
i
.
)
[ )
) /\
r=
L v vl
- -
-3 =
n v n v
NCro N

o) an

oY #

25

ir

feel that my own is

I

for your loss when

tion

la

i~ nln

Jeifistisstt

Ra=
XN

~—

27

e ®
\

to  look for

treat you

I en

shall

Where

- 'ra - ble?

rep

il

e
P




ery

ev

IV

In

as-suage.

(recit., with expressive composure)

to

cresc.

noth - ing
P

sub. p

)

0 74
.

has
HTH

earth

3/J

and

which

> > > >

W
e

in that dis-tress

fort

c.. 80 In strict rhythm, intensely

com

IV ]

29

iy

# ,
P AP
29

iy
31
33

rax
)
rax
):
ray
e):

29

Pno %

X

en -

you,

write to

to

ought

I

that

I have felt

hour

- lous

anx

"y
L Lk
&1
T e
il

33
33
o).

o)

Pno



35

7

i N

— 3

that an - guish

of sor rows

- ion

the com-mun

or to  soothe by

deav

.
=

.
=

:

.

35

W

37

~y
~t .
+
-~
<
[}
M || <
B~
« 1.3
>
ol £
o E
on
&~ g
>
U R
o
N @
] 2
; 3 )
ol & ¥
Ad al
—
| -
| .
<
B
M/
B
n v s v vl
=
e B
T = va vl
N <N
N — T ———
o
=]
[a W)

Lilting rhythm (less strict), lyrical

mf (tenderly, concerned)

39

MEE (I
T
Al S % ot YN
I o, “a I o
L.
e ]
Toe]
LI S
(I
(M
|
NN el o
lff
lff
i N
(. _Hm.
& =l e
R LI W K=
i E=S) A
Ras ¥H L¥F
N NGO = D
N —N T —
)
=
[



o)

41

)

I have

- lence

si

the

and on ly Par - ent,

dear

41

1AW=
¥ 74

e
<

gerrer

julld

41

W

i

e):

Pno g

i

44

oy

I —
—

L,//‘,g/

which I

ne - glect of that sa - cred du - ty_

to

kept

44

~ 9

=

I [

e
>
z
-

I

—

7

o &

e @
ceer

&

7

=
I [
s
5
s
.

o &

et ®
Ler
|

A Ayt
U
-
F ke

o
44
rax
o)
7

Pno %

(recit., with expressive composure)

47

33—

are past,

tion

dis-so - lu

The pangs of

you.

we

(0]

47

[ ] [ ]

)« %




10

Pno

Pno

Pno

50
. L
#ﬂg&ﬁmw—ﬂ—'ﬁw * o 1
i \ \ 1 1 — H ‘ 1 1 1
o ‘
= —
and my Moth er, I hum - Dbly hope,
50
H H 4 | | 1 | 1
P’ ] ! \
y ai - ——
(fan “
NS i % o® oF !
o &
50
Wﬁ% )
! ! 73 y 4 -
0 I [ [ [ I & (e
- N3
Te— ’ ol
52
/—\
B 5 i ¥ —o—
oy | e t r e & e —

54
B = ™ |
= EUS —r i—— |
" 3 — '_‘3_‘ ' 3 I
from that lit-tleless than heav - en - ly pu ri - ty.

542* 1 ... riPry ;;EA

ANIY T \ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ | ! | | | | —
) J
cresc.
54
49%#&—===—.===—===74.===—=== \ \
VT ) \ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ oo




11

(passionately)

/)

56

3

> > > >

>>>>>>>>W>1H§>th§
E. m;-- o > o
o —

/1
>
/1
x

)/

> > > >
|

56
V 4%
Fan
XV
[y

At

I/
14

n
TN . W
dx]
Q
= ﬁu.
W
QL
gy
. g
[} .
< g
E =S| x|
Exd Exs
e X
2 & aNge -
N —N T —
)
=
~

in con -

STE

T

now meet

son

your

of

61

Sasul a sl 1_.4
CHUV
1 1 o
~t
ey Aty
e
[ EaN (1]
A g
[ RN 1S
5
{ YRR 3
>
ollllll 2 i
x| | 53
oo
g
- |
. . ﬁ.ﬂlb. | —
| IRERR R [
q
\1/1 ]
o
o g
== B B=
n v T v ol
3 = = =
| - |
v vl v vl
N 3 3 @)
(|/\(
@]
[=}
o




12

(with composure)

s L
2 5 e e e T 1
e i — Y — -
with-out prob-ing the wound it is the deep-est of his wish - es
vi vi =
P —m—
o 7 L d
dim.
Pno mf’ " P
64 o # . o #
U — i T 2 i
OO s — \ \
) Eatts 4 & \ - \
7 "t ag k& i
L 3
b
p poco rit. a tempo, but slower and freely
. _—
C - o \ \ o nd o L m— F= 73 ® d }
7 - R ——— \ \ \ - i \ P \ \ \
Tt 4 \ 1 \ \ \ \
LU S—
to al-le - vi-ate? Let me
66 ’
Huh ===t 1 —
Py \ X I
y A T W T = S - \ \
" L s 4 @ © / [ |
g g (83 [ _S—_
— e ——
»p mf' = p
Pno A A
66 < o
@ £ pd . M.
~ I ‘
Py \
T '% | 1 } | 4 ‘/ g =
69 (tenderly) rit.
o - n—— e | 1 \ 73 o © O | \ !
Y it s T \ \ \ \ \ \ \ - \ P o /- \ \ %
i S — \ i | ‘ | — ‘ \ \ = 3 ‘ \ \
3 e
hear from you,  my dear - est fa - ther, let me hear from you
69
. "
Gt  — D> B— %
G o = R\ SR SR S |
ANSY O e — 2 3
Q) ~ ~— — [ —
mff —— 1 pp
Pno 59
—_ - |
. L O q
O z—b > %
o) Eatta \ () A — 2 y3
7 1 an \ /A A— — 3 P %
g 4 i 3




13

tempo.

m

hord changes

ing ¢

ivo, but keepi

c.. 56 Recitat

J=

P (reverently)

Recit.:

72

w1

-

ApttE

rax
):
7

tender

whose

that God,

the blessings of

And may

soon.

Ly
b o
T

/1
ks §
/A

o 210

rays of  heavenly

shed

still

works,

his

all

over

mercies are

75
- & 1.
&)ty
75
O ut.

|
Q
1
-
T
1
[\ I
1
-
N
c | E =S|
Ex Exs
i e
oo = 6N
N —N T —
)
=}
=

0
e s ]

79
o)

I
i
3

33—

of your days.

der__

main -

%

%

W

re

comfort over the

hope and

O« f.
P A Pl

79

L Lk
a1
&) wgttia
oy

rax

n #f}

Pno



14

(recit., with expressive composure)

mp

Tempo I, but a bit slower (in strict time)

82

— 33—

#

af - fec - tion - ate and

ev - er

dis-tressed but

Your

9
EXS
N
|
N
A | I
N~
A ~t
|
Aa Q.
(
x| E =
Exs Ex+
X o
s Nge = &)
o o % »

84

1
| 1
~t
Fir\g
CH
~t
1 1 | IS
1
M/
:
[ 1B\\§ 7]
—
2
[\ M pod=}
Z ~
= Ra= 3
v va pavivd n vl
= o = = o X3
R R |
s v vl = i v 3
GN NG = 6N
N —N T —
]
=
[T



2. There is a tye (Abigail Adams, 11 August 1763)

rit.

Lyrical, yet driving and insistent J =c.72

1)

= |
3
7 I |
1T
—Hel <
7 I 1
. N
ol
NEYE
e/ q
[ | ] W |
ol g
il |
[ 1IN
a1 .
o« 1
e
[18
28
Pl Q-
|
“ s
o
o
= =
= v vl s v vl
G N

rit.

a tempo

g TN
B Il
] |
] |
Tree [
el
ole S
ool
L ﬁ.rb
|“W| LD—I
[N
\ o~ 1
e
[ '
?
o
e A
~ N N
N—N s —

a tempo

11

I

4

| ok

[
| NP

N
-t

7he

o
&)

\ .n
[ %
B < Wwel
B
Ho o>
d&T =
o _ KL YEE
T - i N
N L vy
M/
= Al Y o0 |||
L] <)
g
o
‘B
Pim s 4
- .
u Q
o
. I
s ||
L > ]
= | I uwr\\
o
+~
[¢)
= 2
[<h])
@
[ ..nw (1] ~
~
LN w
>
[ e 1]
w | Q]
[ [
wn
] = ,
Q : f
e~ I TN e
tl 11
5T =
2 L
o S ] i~
S
S fTee ~{
3
S _|
S
[ 2 #S\W AF\\
A N T N T
e pee pee
= v va m v v L v va
< < o
NG 2N N
N— N —

© 2012 by James Kallembach (ASCAP). All Rights Reserved.



bhe

%

and Mis-er -

33—

hege

| 3&\

wait up-on

[fan Y

- mote some good work,

or pro

Com-pa-ny,

el-ther to

\
—
gen'ral-ly is,

—3—

al

L

—3—

than at present it

would be much more at ease

—

[
[
|
—_—

_ 1 freely confess my Mind

p A I} —
)

2

)

b4

—_— " subp

:

:

(‘;

p A ) |

N

1s.

[ A W L

ANV

L
o]
t

"
P’ ATV ) )

with the dis-tress-es

pe
b

Y
-ty o-blig-es us___ to be af-fect-ed

Hu-man-1

oy
"
2oy

2
2
P’ A
o):

QI



er,
qd
the af -

— 33—

i

yet strong -

L éhht
£ £
| | | |
\ \ \
=
bind - ing than Hu-
s
—_ < =
&
|

ten - der-ness

i

is a band
- er
sub. p

[\

- ship
with great

28l
Friend

to feel

us

e

- low crea-tures.
- es

3

which caus

of our fel

ies
cresc.
LD

p’ a1
o
oy
0y

P’ 4

33

bl CN D)
e):

3
3
o) &
A\SY

%

b

we | * & il
' . . =[] 8 ]
L] = s
N 3 4
~
‘ ! Z
- I m
- W | JURL Y8 I
| o = =& ~
= o |
I | 3 02 wae
80 S
q m e« —_ | ¢
N ; Z O 55
\\111‘ m | || = _xiw _xiw- o
N =
S el o
XX XX <5}
EER\ L) | >
< S
3 = _x
[} d
S
n
1 ="
. a N
3 = =
» T £ 1T s S|
i .f,
= RO
© 9 N
m ~ E=s
™[RR £
1 :
]| - (=] \fl../‘
v 7 - Z 5
=
@ =
E z
L_b N
s £ e | (lg)le
| & e &
RaS Ra= Ra=
A jm v v A vi v X
s NGe = NYe 4N 29




us

Friend-ship, which makes

than

and strong-er

man-i - ty,

43

—

: [
s

ﬂ:-
[ 4

—

N

binds us.

of those to whom it

and wel-fare

hap-pi-ness

the

anx-ious for

4

e

®

[\ & um

]
{ Y8 Q]
i ]
D
pm o QL]
m 1]
=
]
e i~
i q
L3y ‘Wl
. v v
o o\
h ] o
||| e v vd
_ﬁm LHU'
L o
s!#\ ol

xf
v < e
] |
M Jm M | \M
(I
g . i
I At R
H VL S e
1 . | U
N P2 R L YHAR
{ YHAR
™ £ 1T
L |
i %N ol
i
| g N ol
- M) umm
_ L)
M On | QL]
i e
‘..m ~ Q|
, .-
N Qwu NEE | Q]
A
Go s NGe M
N—N T —




to

H‘
®

a tempo

:e

(DI
shamed

=

of-ten wants re-pair-ing

¥

a

a tempo
Fab-ric

Come prima

L LIt
2T

I am not

rit.

[—

-

®_

Recit.:

cord

£

Y 2

this
=
ST

by
bound. __

rit.

self

my -

three-fold cord—

own

o)

|| = -
IS ﬁ JL
L | Ll
—To e o | o Ei g we
I i3
Ly N RN | |
.v\w I ] cv b
e (Y YRS |
s B H b i
1en S o
TTTe . ] L] L = | . e
< B e e NTTO
S| e
S » (¥ YRRE o
g [T <
g =
S 1 o | &
W TTe! W XY YAEN mé gal ” g
e =2 -
L T o 11 if_ ~t
= sy ] ...Ma L B Qe || * :W_
N | S
A NS0 g H # ® -
. w g [ =
SN Bl | wn ]
[ | | 2 | R Y YaAN
L
| S T N o=
Q 2 1 I YaRE
(e}
' LY AN Hm nnt Y |
| | | | | [¢]
v 7 bk «w e & AN s
) K|
- Xu
5 2
B A TTeMm XY YRt ®
Y
H 2 T S8 oW |
+ [«b}
2 (eel L] F 3
- w L ¢
o
TN 2 (eel u i S
) = | | ||
& 4 :
\w o Hﬂ 2
)
| | 2 e || || | < ]l
: :
| | o
1= | =
_ T Yan
e delel el 3
| | B -l me
X = v v a v = v v = v a v
SNEe = NG Nl e DNGe S N




/3/
— | ho

rit.

—

More lyrical
Arioso

76

o)

1
that

fall,

.]y

- nal

that it will fi

—————

us

- minds

N—
re

of - ten

76

[

be'

ot

N
be

|~

o)

| (
1] v m ] L YAR ) N
Q
N {1 | |
"I 7 ﬁu \ e N[N
© 1 K = o F
L | wn - .
= [l i e
| | @ e
= L) ]
* ] | ITTee . )\ AN
ﬁ © T NN |~
M 2 T =
o )
H kHH. AC AP 11
3 | e I 0 o i
S ~t (1] | (K YREN hl
Ll M L
m1 ~{ ll‘ | p Hie \\\‘ ol ! i
m TN Ny y i ‘v\ \Hmv
!
~t £(T77® . iw.Mﬂ o N
Ty I g ||[Teer e N . ﬂmn
C |-
AL e S (N e £ T b
QLD 5
A 5 . |
V2 ) |
T . Tl e_
ST € Iiis h 't 3 L) H-M I
jan) | |
H\Hﬂ .I._y H\H 11 Lau.v ] Loy g
| —~ S | % < ] | il
: ] g @ f _\ Lm_l
L) = & | {
ol = \\L,Wﬂ % L = ] | H
& g ][ ~ v E (e
] b
3l 1| R WL
. . i T I [ -
RG22 NE 2 NGe =N GN| =N NG A
N— N —— N— N —— N— N ——




90

o)

[y
90
) 4 ~
b’ 4

-

:

au

Chicago, 23 January 2013



3. Miss Adorable (John Adams, 4 October 1762)

J =c.. 830 Exuberant

.
-': -— - 2 & | r
7 Py — !
< 4
Dear Miss A -
> > > >
PR ‘h >
0 | | J . Y ¥ h
» -, = ! 7 ﬂ ‘ g
\\ah) I#I ) o P - P
J ¢ | ad | = =] i
. ~ S
Piano mp  cresc. ~—" — - > > i P
® o e o
[ 7‘5 8- 7. T T T T >
7 D ) \ o 7
b= = — A
4 b ,
7.. - ) -®- S
o). —T ) nd nd } ] \ d
7 = i 7 1 1 \ ! !
3
dor a-ble, By the same To ken__  that the
T
: = — ) 14 s
n ¢ . :
)’ A [ ) | =
om o I o
6 SE===
mp cresc. ~—— —~
Pno
£ be o , F
) - ) ! \ !
7 i — \
6
’7’13’—_1/-\
) S i e S T— P e i i T 3 -
7 1 1 P — e [ — —&
3 —
Bear-er here-of sat up with you last night,
6 g > . — T
5 2 “ j%g y zh Ny 3w N -
7
A\ah) N t/ ® I#IJ [ B ]l
J 3 v e T T ! | 2
Pno f - mf —_— mp cresc. ~—_—" —
. . be .
o) y3 7V o e® \ y3 P E " -
7 PS i e 1 \ & 12 i
[

© 2012 by James Kallembach (ASCAP). All Rights Reserved.




16

/1
s 3
4

o)
)
7

By the same

- a-ble,

dor

A

Miss

o
V
AN
72
e

cresc.

= |

2

mp

Aol

12

E .
| S
N
L e ©
[ JHEN - ~t At
T 3
0|7 E P
Il ” ~ || |~ ORl
T = iy
R R
{ YRR 3 _\\? | 4
> e\
e ] Ay
. = e § .4l
B
A & o | Q\;
.
+
™~ < .
w0
o A A~ ||
On A | N A AS
™ 8 eSS o
D)
~
b}
<
-~
o
<
% A ~t g
T [aa]
Y iy Susu
o 2 L
+~
= —%
_e s I
1212 \
o | = A M || ;
O N
GN ~ NEe .
N— N —
o
=
[a®

15

o §
VAP
'€
mp

2
&

o T
“I‘
re_p

Gy v
.
—w/ |l
Nana S wy
e 9
A /.v%
'Y
(Y
.ﬂ
I | .|E il
5
- N .vw
L va v
(Y
i o
(Y
" )
A Q
dl
-~ -
e
il
[
i)
1 & |
I )
s v
i 1 ]
N 2 N N
N— N —
o
£



17

19

b UII| = 1Y) > (
A 8 hdeay
ﬂ C >ﬂ\ _H“.
HEl IPS! : A A9
) =]
»—m IM; M |||~ POARRYSS Ol m PEARRP S W A~
g A ol & . <
K ~ o S S e ] W |||~
3 | JHE [ PSR- NER °
> Pl HRN et
m A ol 2 A TeeN AR e i T N _W_J s
g
[¢)]
. A | YRR APT® A | 108 Sl g A~ [~ A
<
A e
g A A AFvelll ol = ~ll e Al
= £ S
® YR 5] ATTT® A ( 18N A =
2 A~ © 1Ta M . g S o
o A N W nO.v >h /V>LD1
= ﬂ ~ A (Y
o
FUlI SR RS | Rl
<
L >wa o s b ;
2 AL AL || [~ || vt 7
2 AT ALyl " o < De f
B~ [ 1 [ ||
g L o~ o~ o~ o~ oL -
' ~ — +
M At ~t ~t w ”
oz A Ao 0N 2
B * g |||~
< A | | A .P#- =
(o] Sy .
m PEAREP Y ~ o _ A ﬁﬁm_ A ol R M -~ -
— { [« %)
I i o= A el AT wel L
A AW fmJ LWW- o Il & A (S
el 7 T
» » | L1 2 o~ o~ o o~ I . Al
A Aol . R O AR en N
e | < = - ; >
n f Wy Ny \nYy A 7 p
] 2 GN e = NG GN S 6N 2 NE
N —N T —

Pno
Pno
Pno



18

Pno

Pno

Pno

29 a tempo
/\ .
9= — -
/ . — 4 —
I—
I pre - sume I have good Right
29 .
p - e =]
@~ 7 s 4 * ° F 4
d“f & & & 7 R —
m W
= ! M ST A
-+  She S * e 4L oo .
| & =il |
\_/
32
T he
o) < ;—\fg.—\q ¢ ® ?EL\ \ < i * o bl‘ ]
7 i ) ! ; ; — ] ! — i / | — 1
to draw up - on you for the Kiss es as I have giv en
32 > > >
I v N Dy = v N Dy
(e < —
’\\9 AN ‘0 H AN ‘
o 72 v f ro Ty ;T L.
mf/ / > / mf sub. p cresc.
> > ﬁ
Ny 2 v ) v obd— T4
D E= o w P LT
T 7 T =~
Slowly, freely
36 .
molto rit. tenderl 2 o
Y F — & = s s
| ‘ =
3 m—
two or three Mil-lions at least, when one has been re-
36 /\ >>> >
| YT Ny _ _
o il
o | & els p‘/
——
f>>> > /—\\J\
| L TN v em e ey 2 3
Lty he | bees s Ibe®" ,
N L 7 | =



19

Tempo [

ten.

40

ceived,

r 2

o

—~~

ten.

cresc.

e

43

A

o)
7

3

im -

1s

- quence ____ the Ac - count be-tween us

Con - se

and of

1/

A

A

s

2

mf cresc.

Pno

pochiss. rit.

46

g ~t ~t
e B
8
ns
8 |||~ P
O o
ALl g
oI
L A !‘\UV
e
ol = W
N [ ]
o L
n
m o "
g L]
, s O )
N —N T —
)
=)
=B



4. In Vain the Spring Blooms (Abigail Adams, é May 1777)
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5. The Spring advances (John Adams, 16 March 1777)
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