James Kallembach

EASTER ORATORIO

TEXT ADAPTED FROM CHRIST LAG IN TODESBANDEN, FAUST BY JOHANN WOLFGANG VON GOETHE,
AND OTHER SOURCES



James Kallembach

EASTER ORATORIO

Choir, SAB soloists, and orchestra

FULL SCORE

TEXT ADAPTED FROM CHRIST LAG IN TODESBANDEN, FAUST BY JOHANN WOLFGANG VON GOETHE,
AND OTHER SOURCES






EASTER ORATORIO

I. CHORALE: CHRIST LAG IN TODESBANDEN

Chorus:

Christ lag in Todesbanden

Fiir unsre Siind gegeben,

Er ist wieder erstanden

Und hat uns bracht das Leben;
Des wir sollen frohlich sein,

Gott loben und ihm dankbar sein
Und singen halleluja,

Halleluja!

II. ECCE LUNA PER ARBORES - FROM FAUST:
ON THE EVE OF EASTER, FAUST LAMENTS TO

THE MOON.

Chorus:

Ecce luna per arbores

ne tumultuemini!

vesper dulcis nunc advenit,
Vespera Sancta.

cor expectans palpitat,
quem donet, quem puniat.

Faust:

O sdhst du, voller Mondenschein,
Zum letztenmal auf meine Pein,

Den ich so manche Mitternacht

An diesem Pult herangewacht:

Dann Uber Biichern und Papier,
Tribsel'ger Freund, erschienst du mir!
Ach! kénnt ich doch auf Bergeshéhn
In deinem lieben Lichte gehn,

Von allem Wissensqualm entladen,
In deinem Tau gesund mich baden!

Chorus:

Clara lucet, ecce, luna!

Ecce luna per arbores
audiatur nulla vox.
trepidans cor rogitat
guidnam quemqgue maneat.

Translation:+

Christ lay in death's bonds

given over for our sins,

He has risen again

and brought us life;

therefore we should be joyful,
praise God and be thankful to Him
and sing Hallelujah,

Hallelujah!

tTranslation of Christ lag in Todesbanden copyright
Emmanuel Music, Boston.

Translation:*

Behold the moon through the trees,
undisturbed!

The sweet vespers is now upon us,

The Sacred Vespers.

The heart waits, beating,

[The heart] that gives, and that punishes.

Light of the full moon, O that you would look
On my anguish for the last time,

[, for so many midnights

Have kept watch at this desk:

Over these books and papers,

Melancholy friend, appear to me!

Ah, that | could go over the mountaintops

In your loving light,

From all of the cares of knowledge, unburdened,
And in your dew, bathe myself to health!

Shining brightly, behold, the moon!
Behold the moon through the trees,
Not one voice is heard.

The trembling heart asks

Who should [go and who should] stay.

*Text adapted slightly from a medieval Latin song for the
Vespers of St. Nicholas. Tune is adapted from the hymn
Pange lingua. All translations in this movement are copyright
2017 by James Kallembach, All Rights Reserved.



ITII. DUET: ES WAR EIN WUNDERLICHER KRIEG

Soprano/Mezzo-soprano:
Es war ein wunderlicher Krieg,

Chorus:
Da Tod und Leben rungen,

Soprano/Mezzo-soprano:
Es war ein wunderlicher Krieg,

Chorus:
Da Tod und Leben rungen,

Chorus:
Das Leben behielt den Sieg,

Soprano/Mezzo-soprano:
Es hat den Tod verschlungen.

Es war ein wunderlicher Krieg,

Die Schrift hat verklindigt das,
Wie ein Tod den andern fral3,

Es war ein wunderlicher Krieg,

Chorus:
Ein Spott aus dem Tod ist worden.

Soprano/Mezzo-soprano:
Es war ein wunderlicher Krieg,

Chorus:
Da Tod und Leben rungen,

Soprano/Mezzo-soprano:
Es war ein wunderlicher Krieg,

Translation:*
It was a wondrous battle,

That death and life waged,

It was a wondrous battle,

That death and life waged,

Life claimed the victory

It had swallowed up death.

It was a wondrous battle,

The scriptures had declared it,
How one death gobbled up the other,

It was a wondrous battle,

Death has become a mockery.

It was a wondrous battle,

That death and life waged,

It was a wondrous battle,

*Translation copyright 2017 by James Kallembach, All Rights Reserved.



IV. FINALE - DEN TOD NIEMAND ZWINGEN KUNNT -
FROM FAUST - CHRISTUS RESURREXIT:
FAUST, IN DESPAIR, HEARS THE FIRST MUSIC OF

EASTER MORNING.

Chorus:*
Den Tod niemand zwingen kunnt...
No one could defeat death...

Faust:
Worry nests deeply in the heart,
working her sorrow in secret;

Chorus:
Bei allen Menschenkindern,
Among all humankind,

Faust:
restlessly she cradles herself, disturbing
joy and peace.

Chorus:
Das macht' alles unsre Sind’...
This was all because of our sins...

Faust:

Worry nests deeply in the heart,
with masks she veils

her face, at times appearing

as house, property, or wife and child.

Chorus:
Kein Unschuld war zu finden.
No innocence was to be found.

Faust:

Worry nests deeply in the heart,

Worry about so many things which may not happen,
you weep for things you may never lose.

But lo, but lo, what is this gentle radiance
like moonlight drifting through the woods at night?

Hail, precious vial!

Here is a juice that quickly makes men drunk.
Now | pour it into the cup.
| have prepared it, now | choose it

Chorus:
Davon kam der Tod so bald...
Therefore death came so suddenly...

Faust:
and drink the cup with all my will,

Chorus:
Und nahm Uber uns Gewalt...
And took power over us...

Faust:
With all my will, I drink the cup with all my will.

Chorus:

Hielt uns in seinem Reich gefangen.
Wir singen halleluja!

[Death] Held us captive in his kingdom.
We sing hallelujah!

Chorus:
Christus resurrexit!
Christ is risen!

Faust:

What deep hum, what bright sound
now pulls the goblet from my lips?
Is it the first glad hour of Easter?

Chorus:
Christus resurrexit!

Faust:

Gentle and mighty music of heaven,
Why do you seek me here in the dust?
Ring out, Oh, rather to soft-hearted men.
| hear your glad tidings, yet | lack faith.

Gentle and mighty music of heaven,
| hear your glad tidings, yet | lack faith.

Sweet sound of my childhood, now you call me back to
life.

The kiss of heavenly love that
Fell on me in the Sabbath’s solemn stillness.

Ring out, Oh ring out songs of heaven!
My tears swell up, and the earth has me back again!

Chorus:

Christus resurrexit!
Resurrexit vere!
Alleluia!

Christ is risen!

He is risen indeed!
Alleluia!

Faust:
...and the earth has me back again.

*Translation and adaptation of Faust copyright 2017 by
James Kallembach, All Rights Reserved. Translation of
Christ lag in Todesbanden copyright Emmanuel Music,
Boston.



This piece was commissioned by Seraphic Fire, Patrick Dupré Quigley, Artistic Director, in partnership with the
John S. and James L. Knight Foundation. It was premiered on April 13, 2017.

Instrumentation/Cast

Faust.............oo Lyric Bass-baritone
Soprano solo

Mezzo-soprano solo
SATB Chorus

2 Flutes

2 Oboes

1 Bassoon

2 Trumpets in C
Timpani

Strings

Performer notes

Multiple pitches in the string parts always indicate divisi. Grace notes always come before the beat. Repeated pitches on one syllable in the choral parts should
be rearticulated slightly. Traditional choral slur markings are occasionally omitted for ease of reading and to allow for appropriate articulations. Dynamics and
expressions above the choral soprano line apply to the entire choir except where indicated.
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Il. Ecce luna per arbores — From Faust:
On the eve of Easter, Faust laments to the moon.
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